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On November 1st, the Virgin Islands celebrates the contributions of

D. Hamilton Jackson. The holiday is also called Liberty Day or Bull and
Bread Day. Each title pays reverence to the many accomplishments
Jackson fought for. Jackson was an advocate of the free press in

the Virgin Islands of the United States. Along with supporters, Jackson
started the first independent newspaper in the Virgin Islands; he also

served the Virgin Islands as a labor leader, educator, lawyer, and judge.
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The Herald
1915 - 1925
The Importance of a Free Press

The Herald Newspaper was the
first government unsubsidized

THE HERALD privately ran newspaper in the
e U Danish West Indies.

......................

VoL L. No. 184 CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CROIX, D. W. L, SATURDAY, JUNE 10 1916, Tywo CeN

,FOR THE WHIT SEASON. Notice !

A Cricket Match

Like many countries, Denmark
once enforced censorship of the
press. European powers subjected
India and Caribbean colonies

to the act which brought all the
newspapers under the Government
scrutiny before each was published.

TION

The Dan. American Grocery,
A. C. BOUGE, Mgr.

Jackson traveled to Denmark and
successfully petitioned the King of
Denmark for the removal of this law.
When Jackson returned home in the
summer of 1915, he organized the
first free press newspaper in the
Danish West Indies.
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Labor nions
Before D. Hamilton Jackson traveled to Denmark in 1916 to advocate
for a free press in the Virgin Islands as well as an equitable relationship
between the people of the Danish West Indies and the Danish Empire,

Jackson was documented as having lectures around the island of
St. Croix.

Jackson implored the working class to demand better living conditions
and better pay. According to regional historians, in 1915, the St. Croix
Labor Union was the first legally organized and legally recognized
association of working people in the Caribbean region. David Hamilton
Jackson, Theobald Brow, Charles Reubel and Ralph de Chabert are
credited as the figures that established the union.

Although Jackson resided in St. Croix,
his labor rights advocacy resounded

in St. Thomas. In 1916 a labor union
with a reported twenty-seven hundred
members led by George A. Moorehead
staged a strike demanding better
wages and working conditions.

Queen Coziah, on Sept. 12, 1892, had already led 700 hundred laborers
in a coal workers strike demanding to be paid in Danish currency
rather than Mexican silver, which was not as valuable.
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Labo Unions

Fast forward to 1916, many men and women still toiled and carried
heavy coal loads to fuel ships at the St. Thomas port. The laborers
were paid very little. The West Indian Company lost revenue during the
strike and gave into the coal workers' demands even though the
Danish Empire deployed the warship, the Valkyrie, in an attempt

to quell the strikers.

Farm Laborers on St. Croix were also demanding higher wages.

The St. Croix Labor Union with Jackson as the president were successful
in increases wages and working conditions. After 2 months of striking,
the St. Croix Labor Union entered into an agreement with the

Planters’ Society. Daily wages for workers rose from a maximum of 25
cents to a minimum of 35 cents from 10 to 20 cents a day.

Life is just a state of mind,
withiv a state of mind

withiv an endless space of time
Vou got to try get yours

Try get mines

we got to help each other by
Or you wont make i+ life, T wont make i+ in life
T wont make it v life, You won't make i+ in life
Unchavngeable... ever since the days of old.
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1917 Transfer

D. Hamilton Jackson visited Denmark in 1916 with monies raised by
community members. Jackson lobbied for a free press in the Danish
West Indies and was successful. However, Jackson was frustrated with
the empty rhetoric to foster better living conditions promised by Danish
officials. The working conditions for sugar production workers were
extraordinarily harsh, and poor living conditions attributed to the high
mortality rates of workers and their children. Jackson reportedly was in

favor of the Danish West Indies' transfer to the possession of the United
States.

Further, in 1916 the Danish West Indies experienced an economic blow
when a hurricane passed thru the Caribbean and devastated several
islands, including the Virgin Islands. Coupled with growing military tension
in the Caribbean between warring European nations, the United States,
who already expressed interest in acquiring the islands in two treaties,
was given a formal transfer of the islands. The transfer occurred on
March 31, 1917, along with a U.S. payment to Denmark of $25,000,000

in gold coin. _ o )
LPsunedo Citizenship?

The U.S. Virgin Islands did not gain American citizenship right away.
The territory remained under U.S. Navy rule from 1917 to 1931. U.S
citizenship to all residents born in the U.S. Virgin Islands was
extended in 1932. Jackson pursued a law degree between 1917 and
1921 at Howard University in Washington DC. He later served on
several councils advocating for full U.S. citizenship for Virgin Islanders.




Crowd In 5t Thomas welcomes Jackson

ASK MR. JACKSON , back from 1915 Danish trip
from Zoop, Zoop, Zoop: Traditional 4 &
Music and Folklore of St. Croix, T
Thomas and St. John sound recording ¥ ;
Recorded on 8/10/1979 "
Evelyn Gordon, St. Croix.

Excerpt:
“David Hamilton Jackson (1884-1949) was a teacher who was very
active in helping to organize the field laborers. In 1915, after workers
had raised money for his passage, he went to Denmark to plead the
workers' cases for better working and living conditions and a free press
before the Danish king. Jackson returned with authorization to found
the first newspaper free of government control. Later he became an
attorney and a judge. Today he is respected as a hero in the history of
the Virgin Islands, although some controversy surrounded his activities
and inspired this cariso song in which the singer, addressing the general
public (gel), makes ironic remarks about Jackson's educational
background.”

Cariso Lyrics: “Ask Wr, Jackson”

Oh, gel, ask Wr. Jackson, gel a which part he get he learvin',
He say "Ah na ya for garlin and a pelican a for sprat

We father was a wminister, wme @mmdfml/}@r was a teacher,
WMe mother wewt to college, so T bound to aet me learvin.”

Oh, le' e 'lone, oh, all ou, le' he 'lone. Thew you better let

WMr Jacksow 'love, All you vo beew know he. T talkiv' to a Crucian, gel,
And not o wother nation. Jackson wouldn't land in S+ Thomas,

Wa hey 'fraid they been paralyze he.

O, le' ne 'love, oh, all you, le' he 'loue.

Thew you better let D. Hamilton Jackson 'lone, All you no been know
he.



1917 Transtfer
continued

Today, American citizens in the U.S. Virgin Islands as well as i
those in the U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa =
and the Northern Mariana Islands—still cannot elect voting members
to Congress or vote for the president of the United States. Al
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Resources !
View: Honorable Stacey Plasket, Delegate to Congress, USVI 28
7 7

Congresswoman Stacey E. Plaskett on the Passage 0e HR
The For the People Act of 2019 e

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9G8JYOmO0r2U

: Honorable Albert Bryan Jr., Governor of the Virgin Islands of the
United States

1917 @ 2020

2020 Transfer Day Remarks

https://www.vi.gov/governor-bryan-
issues-statement-commemorating-
103rd-anniversary-of-transfer-day/

View: WTJX Channel 12: The League of Women Voters presents:
Political Status Decisions For The USVI
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Jackson has two monuments standing on the island of St. Croix.
One of the monuments stand at the D. Hamilton Jackson Park
within the Virgin Islands National Park Service in downtown
Christiansted near the building that once housed the journalists
free press newspaper, the Herald.

A D. Hamilton Jackson Park and monument
also resides in Estate Grove Place. Annually
on November 1st, Jackson’s contributions to
the Virgin Islands community is celebrated at
"Bull and Bread Day" held in Grove. The
celebration upholds the partaking of beef and
bread distributed to the residents that gathered
to commemorate the first publishing of the
Herald newspaper in 1915.
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